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- Small-scale gold mining has been the target of
strong opposition In recent years because of Its
various environmental and social side-effects,
foremost of which Is mercury pollution.



elated Literature

» Eoreign studies, investigated small-scale gold
mining: I | |gh levels of mercury
g H*J—JQf /\/rre nd In small-scale gold mining

. In the Phili‘ﬁpines, several studies also looked
Into mercury pollution in Diwawal, the largest
small-scale mining site in the country.



s and Data

nain ojective eff the study is to review small-
goJ J m Ag In the Philippines and
VE ess, to the extent possible, the

The stuay S0 discusses the other environmental
and development problems associated to the

activity. The end purpose Isto suggest measures to
address them for better management.
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Production Contribution of Small-Scale Mining to Total Gold
Production in the Philippines, 1992

26%

0 Small-Scale Mining
M Total Mining




. Bayle (1995) estimated that 250,000 people
WEre cJ]'f‘r“rJ/ =] GJ-O In small-scale mining.
Dhar (1994)Ffigured out that about 400,000 to

500,000 people were in one or another involved

init. ¥
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to Smalkl-Scale Mining
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; the picture in small-scale
Se S the main agent used to
old from the mined ore employing
the e nation method of processing.




o [HE Wf/ 9
wastes it eqlghte tallings ponds or
1 directly into riversand waterways.

- Vvaporized mercury Is released Iinto the
atmosphere when the amalgam Is blowtorched
and refined.
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Figure 5. Nap of Compostiela Valiey Province Showing the
unicipality of NMionkayvo and the Barangay of MNit. Divwata

Compostela Valley
Province



Figure 6. Viap of Mashaite Province Showing the VMiumicipahity
of Aroroy and the Barangay of Panigue
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Figure 7. Viap of Camarines Norte Province Showing the
MNMumnicipality of Paracale and the Barangay of Tugos

GCamarines Norte
Province



The estimated total cost of the gloves for
miners involved in amalgamation numbering

about 215,000 In the entire country is P 107.5
million.



otions, the estimated
Up mercury retorts

Jnder centain assumptions, the estimated total
natlo al cost of Impoundment nationally |
about P 986.5 million.



- lsicensing ol all small-scale gold mining and
proce: Cgmg peratior within  their
Jl J Jr nd Imposition of membership

King of the licensing proceeds for the
establishment of a small - scale mining
monitoring and enforcement unit within the
management framework of LGUSs.



sVelggnpens o ?IJ.;Q fective internal system
\/\/J Nin NE00pErcL (\V/ES will force the proper
Use of hana gl ovgg, mercury retorts and
tarlie JL gendsiinismall-scale mining.

the gﬂpulation In  monitoring and
enforcement by deputizing them.
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. DEspiile t SS of mercury pollution,
nsures that small-scale

|

Worsenin
mining|

. L‘égali ng the activity by licensing miners will
help improve environmental management.
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